
T
h
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h
o

ld
s Level of effect 

above which 
impacts are 
significant and 
below which 
impacts are 
less than 
significant

S
ig

n
if

ic
a

n
t 

Im
p

a
c

t Substantial 
change to the 
environment. 
Harmful 
changes to 
land, water, air, 
wildlife.

M
it

ig
a

ti
o

n
 M

e
a

s
u

re Required to 
identify feasible 
measures if 
significant 
impacts occur. 

Aesthetics

Agriculture

Air Quality

Biological Resources

Cultural Resources

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Energy 

Geology and Soils

Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Hydrology and Water Quality

Land Use and Planning

Mineral Resources

Noise

Population and Housing

Public Services

Recreation

Tribal Cultural Resources

Transportation

Utilities and Service Systems

Wildfire

A
lt

e
rn

a
ti

ve
s Must provide a 

reasonable 
range of 
alternatives, 
focusing on 
those that 
reduce project 
impacts 

Understanding the CEQA Process
CEQA Process for Program EIR (PEIR) Significant and Unavoidable

Impacts Require 
Overriding Considerations
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